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Panel discussion “Localization:  the "How to" in  UNSCR 1325 
Implementation”  

 
New York, 27 May 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

The Permanent  Mission of Uganda to  the United  Nations 
336 East 45th Street (Ground Floor Conference Room) 

 
Opening remarks by H.E. Martin Sajdik 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Please let me start by thanking my dear colleague Richard Nduhuura 
from Uganda for his welcoming remarks and for hosting today’s event on 
the localization of UN Security Council Resolution 1325. 
 
I especially would like to thank the Global Network of Women Peace 
Builders (GNWP), namely Ms. Mavic Cabrera-Balleza and her team, for 
the initiative to organize this panel discussion. 
 
I am also glad that Liechtenstein, Slovenia and Switzerland are co-
hosting this event, reflecting their ongoing commitment on this matter.  
 
It is a pleasure to have such distinguished panellists from Uganda, South 
Sudan and Kenya here today, who will give us a very practical insight. 
Welcome to New York!  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
15 years after the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1325, the 
genuine situation of women and girls in countries affected by conflict has 
hardly changed. Women are still politically and socially disadvantaged. 
The massive violations of women’s rights are continuously committed in 
form of sexual violence.  
 
Austria is particularly active in the implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 (2000). For the Austrian development cooperation, 
promoting ‘the women and peace and security’ agenda is one of the 
most important areas to contribute to gender equality. 
 
Austrian development cooperation supports a substantial number of 
programs and projects by governmental and non-governmental actors 
which are contributing to the implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 and its follow-up resolutions. This includes for example 
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Localization workshops in Kenya, South Sudan and Uganda and 
workshops on National Action Plans in Kenya and South Sudan.  
 
Particular emphasis is placed on supporting the cooperation between 
state actors and civil society, international NGOs as well as regional and 
local women’s organisations.  
 
Only recently, cooperation has been initiated between the Austrian 
development cooperation and the African Union’s department of Peace 
and Security. The aim is to improve the planning and coordination of 
activities conducted by the African Union, the United Nations, regional 
African organisations, civil society and multinational and bilateral 
partners of the African Union.  
 
Social change needs time and experience has shown that challenges 
and opportunities related to conflict and development are often intimately 
inter-related. Efforts to fulfil commitments on women, peace and security 
can be enhanced through support to promote women’s social 
accountability. 
 
Participation of women from civil society has generated some of the most 
important impacts in shifting the content of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 from rhetoric to practice. Civil society representatives 
from various parts of the world also played an important role at the 
international symposium on ‘Enhancing Women’s Share in Peace and 
Security’ hosted by the Austrian Government in Vienna last year. One of 
the main recommendations was the call to prioritise the development of 
“localization” strategies for UN Security Council Resolution 1325 – in 
particular, to ensure that political commitment is translated into 
meaningful implementation at very local levels.  
 
Today, it will be therefore highly interesting for us to learn from our 
panellists about the hands-on experience in translating the provisions of 
UN Security Council Resolution 1325 to the ground in Uganda, Kenya 
and South Sudan. This will also help us to understand the impact of this 
process on the empowerment of women to participate in defining 
priorities regarding service delivery and governance at the local level. 
 
Finally, I wish all of us a fruitful panel discussion and thank you for your 
attention. 
 


