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Representatives of missions, colleagues from the civil society, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Let me begin by thanking GNWP, Cordaid and the Permanent Missions of Australia and 

Finland for the invitation and organizing such a beneficial and effective event.  

I am here to represent Monitoring Women’s Peace and Security in Afghanistan(MWPS) 

project. 

I would like to brief you about what the vision behind MWPS, how local women are 

involved as agents for change. I will touch upon their concerns and challenges related to 

peace and security, and finally I will end up with our recommendations towards creating 

socio-culturally sensitive and peaceful economic empowerment interventions.  

MWPS: Monitoring Women’s Peace and Security project is financially supported by the 

Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a three-year period from July 2015 to 

December 2017. The project is implemented by Equality for Peace and Democracy 

(EPD), Afghanistan Public Policy Research Organisation (APPRO) and Cordaid as lead 

in 38 districts in fifteen targeted provinces throughout the country, namely, Kunduz, Balkh 

Faryab, Badakshan, Daikundi, Bamyan, Herat, Helmand, Urzgan , Pakiya , Kandahar , 

Kabul , Parwan , Laghman and Nangarhar.  

MWPS was developed based on the experiences of its predecessor - Monitoring Women 

in Transition which mapped the reality of local women and which outcomes have been 

reported at the CSW before. The programme aims to reduce violence against women, 

foster participation of women in politics and decision making, support the role of women 

in the peace process, and improve gender relations in the security sector.  



To assess trends in violence against women, their political participation in decision 

making, and to know exactly whether gender relations in the security sector have 

improved or not, Cordaid and its partners use the Barometer method.  

The Barometer of local women’s security is a social initiative, that empowers women, 

gives local women a voice to speak; as individuals, but also collectively and ensure that 

their voices are heard from local to National, and from National to International levels.  

How does this work? Local women organise themselves in networks, and define what 

security means for them themselves. They collect data on their own situation and that of 

the women in their communities. They then enter the data into an online data base, and 

analyse the data themselves, they subsequently conduct evidence-based advocacy with 

local line departments, security sectors actors, peace councils and with the provincial 

council.  

During the first phase of the barometer, 2,818 local women were interviewed in 38 districts 

of the 15 provinces. Out of these women interviewed, 41% reported that conflict and 

insecurity have affected their physical and psychological well-being. Another 25% 

identified negative effects on their economic welfare; 17% reported restriction related to 

their mobility. The current insecure situation negatively impacted on women’s political 

participation (11%), and 6% reported access to services as hampered. 

The data gives unprecedented insight into the consequences of insecurity on women’s 

health and economic wellbeing as formulated by the women themselves. It thereby 

supplements existing data and global indexes by adding the voice of the local women. In 

Afghanistan, insecurity continuous to fuel the vicious cycle of poverty. Women are being 

pushed back into uncertainty and poverty. Recent examples are the cases of Kunduz and 

Uruzgan Provinces, where many Afghans were displaced and they had to leave their 

lands and homes increasing the vulnerability of omen to poverty and violence.  

Habiba from Balkh province - a mother of four children - is one of these women directly 

affected by insecurity. A bomb exploded near her home. Her husband lost his leg and she 

lost her ear and her hearing. Now she has to take care of her four children and her 

disabled husband. Habiba lives in great fear, she cannot sleep properly at night. She lost 

hope and doesn’t see a way to overcome this situation. 

However, like many others in conflict countries, we have to face these challenges, grab 
opportunities and improve our situations.  

We live in a culturally diverse country with multi-dimensional aspects of poverty. 
Therefore, socio-cultural barriers, poverty and insecurity differ from province to 



province, and from person to person. Our recommendations to the government of 
Afghanistan and the international community are:  

1- To ensure that planned interventions are feasible, realistic and provide equal 

economic empowerment for all women, at all level. 

2- To respect the local cultural context and empower women through existing local 

structures as these have more influence. Implementation of interventions can 

subsequently be faster, easier, and cheaper  

3- To ensure and grantee women’s equal and meaningful participation in economic 

policy making processes. 

Finally, I want to end my speech with this simple message “No peace without women 

and no economic empowerment without peace’’  

Thank you! 

 


