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Country Update

Moldova
As of April 16, 2020, 2,049 COVID-19 cases have been recorded in Moldova,
including 51 deaths.[1] A state of emergency has been announced until May
15th. Public meetings have been cancelled until that time. Schools and
universities are closed; some classes are provided online, but they are not
accessible to many due to lack of access to the necessary equipment (laptops),
software or internet. On 24 March, 2020, the government has asked the
military to help enforce the measures.[2]
Impact on women and on peace and security:
According to GNWP member, Foreign Policy Association (APE), a major
concern is that there are no masks and antiseptic in drugstores, and there are
insufficient first hand medical kits necessary in hospitals for COVID-19
symptoms treatment. This puts women at a disproportionate risk, as they are at
the forefront of addressing COVID-19.
There is also an increase of fake news related to the COVID-19, leading to
disinformation. The NGO and media sector have criticized the government for
“failing to provide the public with full information so as to conceal the real
situation in Moldova”, and for going ahead with the political schedule, including
allowing partial parliamentary elections in one of the regions on March 15,
2020.[3]
The COVID-19 has also contributed to the shrinking civil society space and
dwindling resources for women’s rights organizations. According to GNWP
partners, both the government and international donors' funding has been redirected to COVID-19 response, and away from women's rights organizations,
who do not have basic resources, including hygiene resources (for those who
are forced to work in the field - e.g. distributing food packages or working in
domestic violence shelters). Moreover, the government has used the
emergency as an “excuse to tighten its control”, therefore shrinking the space
for civil society work.
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