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AZERBAIJAN: Executive Summary on the Complementary Use of CEDAW GR 30 and UNSCR 1325 

 
The CEDAW Committee considered Azerbaijan’s fifth State party report during its 60th session, on February 18, 
2015. The report did not mention GR 30, UNSCR 1325 or any of the other normative frameworks on the women 
and peace and security (WPS) agenda. However, in her opening statement during the 60th session, the head of 
the State delegation did mention GR 30 and provided information on WPS, more specifically on efforts to involve 
more women in peacebuilding processes. During its exchange with the CEDAW Committee, the State delegation 
also acknowledged the importance of developing a national action plan (NAP) to implement UN Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR) 1325.  The CEDAW Committee’s Concluding Observations included specific references to 
UNSCR 1325 and GR 30, including the need to increase the participation of women in peacebuilding initiatives 
and to develop a NAP on UNSCR 1325.  
 
Achievements and obstacles since the 60th CEDAW Session 
While new national legal standards in Azerbaijan are being set to combat violence against women and increase 
women’s participation in government and the peace processes, little has been done to implement these 
changes. The violence between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh has continued, and the fighting 
that broke out between these two countries in April 2016 illustrates the fragility of the political situation. 
Furthermore, Azerbaijan has one of the most per capita concentrations of IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) 
and 71 percent of forcibly displaced Azeri are women, many of whom still live below the poverty line 20 years 
later.1 The increased number of IDP and refugee women has increased problems of sexual exploitation and the 
trafficking of women.  
 
Peace initiatives in Azerbaijan, and particularly women’s initiatives, are often seen by the government as an 
obstacle to implementation of state policy. Furthermore, the absence of a NAP on UNSCR 1325 means weak 
implementation of the CEDAW Committee’s recommendations and a disconnect between formal and lived 
equality for women. Participation of both women and conflict-affected groups is still limited. 
 
Civil society in Azerbaijan nonetheless continues to actively pursue the involvement of women in political 
process with GR 30 in hand. CSOs like the Women Problems Research Union have also used GR 30 when 
conducting training throughout Azerbaijan in 15 IDP communities and aimed at preparing women to participate 
in politics and governance on topics such as CEDAW, national laws, Resolution 1325, and mediation. The 
increase seen in the participation of women in politics compared to past election cycles is a result of these 
efforts by CSOs and their awareness raising campaigns with women politicians and the public.2 Civil society has 
also been able to use CEDAW as a means of assessing the status of the state’s improvements or lack thereof in 
monitoring reports. This has been a useful mechanism for identifying the shortcomings in implementation of 
UNSCR 1325 and 1820. 
 
Currently, the impact of GR 30 and the other resolutions has been relatively weak, due to a lack of follow 
through by the state. A NAP on UNSCR 1325 that integrates the other international resolutions and standards on 
WPS can allow for improved implementation. There have been initial discussions among different stakeholders 
on developing a policy on WPS in Azerbaijan. Civil society will continue to use GR 30 to further insist on the 
creation of a NAP for UNSCR 1325, but the state must cooperate in order for real progress on WPS to be 
achieved. 
 
 
  

                                                         
1 GNWP. Women Count: 2014 Global Civil Society Monitoring Report. (2014). 
2 Inter-Parliamentary Union. “Women in National Parliaments”. http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm (2015). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
To the government of Azerbaijan: 

- Implement the CEDAW Committee’s recommendations. 
- Work closely with CSOs to develop and adopt a National Action Plan for UNSCR 1325. 
- Increase the appointment of women including IDP women in governance positions.  

 
To civil society:  

- Use UNSCR 1325 and GR 30 as references when developing frameworks for increasing women’s 
participation in decision-making and peace processes. 

- Include the interests of IDP/refugee women in your work and involve them in peacebuilding efforts. 
- Continue with awareness raising efforts encouraging women’s political participation.  

 
To the CEDAW Committee:  

- Continue to provide authoritative guidance to the Government of Azerbaijan on the legislative policy 
and other appropriate measures to ensure full compliance with its obligations under CEDAW to 
protect, respect and fulfill women’s human rights in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict 
contexts. 

- Provide authoritative guidance to the Government of Azerbaijan to develop a National Action Plan 
(NAP) on UNSCR 1325 and the supporting resolutions with active civil society involvement, 
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, and an adequate budget for implementation. 

-  
To the international community:  

- Monitor the implementation of the Azeri state laws aiming to increase women’s participation in 
decision-making and peace processes. 

- Specific to the UN country team: Initiate a discussion with the government on NAP and assure them 
of financial and technical support.  

- Support capacity building for women’s groups in Azerbaijan to monitor UNSCR 1325 and GR 30 
implementation. 
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