
TIPS: TARGETED ADVOCACY MEETINGS AT THE CSW
Targeted advocacy meetings are the best way to speak directly to policymakers, UN entities, civil society   
partners and donors during the CSW.

WHY TAKE PART IN TARGETED ADVOCACY MEETINGS? 
Targeted advocacy meetings are a way to:

 ✓ Ensure that targeted policymakers and other WPS actors hear and act on civil 
society’s concerns, calls for action and recommendations

 ✓ Make language suggestions to Member States that will strengthen the CSW Agreed 
Conclusions 

 ▶ Especially strong language on WPS

 ✓ Build and/or strengthen partnership, collaboration and trust among WPS actors
 ▶ Among different civil society organizations

 ▶ Between governments and civil society

 ▶ Between UN entities and civil society

 ▶ Between donors and civil society

WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THESE MEETINGS? 
Targeted advocacy meetings can be large or small, formal or informal. For example: 

 ✓ A group of 3 civil society representatives from South Sudan meet members of the 
troika (UK, US and Norway) at the US Permanent Mission

 ✓ A group of 10 civil society representatives meet with UN Women Latin American 
section at the UN Women office

 ✓ 2 members of a Libyan CSO have coffee with a representative of Amnesty 
International

PLAN A MEETING

 ✓ Call or email people you meet at the event to schedule a meeting while you are in 
New York

 ▶ Be polite but persistent 

 ✓ Reach out to allies in UN entities, governments, the media and civil society
 ▶ Ask well-connected allies in New York to help you plan a meeting

 ▶ The Global Network of Women Peacebuilders regularly arranges targeted advocacy meetings 
fro its members and partners. If you are part of other networks with offices in New York, you may 
request this too.

 ▶ Send allies a list of WPS actors that are your advocacy targets

 ▶ Share objectives for advocacy and key advocacy points

OUR VOICE MAKES A DIFFERENCE:
A Civil Society Guide to Advocacy on Women, Peace and Security  



BEFORE A MEETING

 ✓ Know who you will meet! 
 ▶ Do online research, check personal and organizational 

websites, LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook profiles

 ▶ Learn about their experiences, priorities, values, 
concerns

 ✓ Set clear meeting objectives 
 ▶ What do you hope to achieve by attending the 

meeting? 

 ▶ What do you want the person you are meeting to learn 
from you? 

 ▶ What do you hope to learn from them? 

 ✓ Prepare concise advocacy documents
 ▶ Develop a 1-page summary of your key advocacy 

points and recommendations targeted to the 
policymaker or WPS actor you will meet

 ✓ Confirm the time, date and location of the 
meeting

REMEMBER TO 
BRING…

 ▶ Your UN Pass and  
valid ID 

 ▶ A pen and notebook or 
a laptop to take notes

 ▶ Business cards

 ▶ Advocacy documents. 
This can also be 
your organization’s 
brochure, statement on 
a particular issue, or a 
publication

DURING A MEETING

 ✓ Shake hands or greet in a culturally appropriate manner

 ✓ Introduce yourself
 ▶ State your name, organization and country

 ▶ Thank the person for making time to meet

 ✓ Present your key advocacy points
 ▶ Keep it short (1-2 points)

 ▶ Present facts, number and examples to support your points

 ✓ Call for action and make specific recommendations
 ▶ Highlight how the person/government/organization/agency can best support your work in 

moving the WPS agenda forward (collaboration, funding, etc.)

 ▶ Listen to comments and responses

 ✓ Exchange business cards and advocacy materials

 ✓ Make concrete plans to keep in touch
 ▶ Let them know what you will be emailing them
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AFTER THE MEETING

 ✓ Keep in touch
 ▶ Send a thank you email and attach any relevant additional advocacy materials

 ✓ Follow-up on possible partnership or collaboration discussed during the meeting
       For example:

 ▶ Suggest co-organizing an event during the next CSW or Anniversary of UN Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR 1325)

 ▶ Inquire about the next funding opportunity with a potential donor

 ▶ Join international civil society networks and coalitions

 ▶ Invite civil society representatives to regional, national or local events, meetings or workshops

NOTES:
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